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I. The Mission of the Marine Patrol
Introduction
Patrolling the waters of Lake George since 1962, the Lake George Park Commission’s Marine
Patrol successfully completed 57 years of continuous service in 2019. Through the years, the
Marine Patrol has built up a solid record of service dedicated to the protection of Lake George
and its users.
The primary mission of the Marine Patrol is to promote the safe and enjoyable use of Lake
George. The Marine Patrol accomplishes this primarily by protecting and educating the public.
The Patrol also plays a key role in protecting the valuable natural resource of Lake George. The
Marine Patrol provides a wide array of services to the boating public. These include assisting
stranded boaters, emergency response and first aid, fire suppression, search and rescue,
removal of hazards, recovery of lost property and boater safety training.
Additionally, the Marine Patrol enforces the New York State Navigation Law, Environmental
Conservation Law, Lake George Park Commission Rules and Regulations, and all other laws.
The Patrol has a very large and diverse area to cover. At 32 miles long, Lake George presents
these officers with over 50 square miles of patrol area, including 176 miles of shoreline and 245
islands. Lake George exists within many localities; three counties (Warren, Washington, and
Essex), eight townships (Lake George, Bolton, Hague, Ticonderoga, Putnam, Dresden, Fort Ann,
and Queensbury) and one village (Lake George) all of which touch the lake and have a vested
interest in it.
The enforcement programs of the Commission are coordinated by the Director of Law
Enforcement, a marine patrol lieutenant. This position allows the Director of Law Enforcement
the opportunity to work closely with the patrol on a daily basis while maintaining consistent
enforcement of the Commission’s regulations throughout the Lake George Basin.

Training
Training this year certified officers to operate a Data Master Instrument which is used during
BWI arrests. New York State Department of Criminal Justice Services gave the Patrol a loaner
Data Master to use at its Green Island Office. When making a BWI arrest, officers can now
process the subject arrested at Green Island and release them in most cases instead of
transporting all BWI arrestees to the Warren County Sheriff’s Department. This process gets the
officers back on the water patrolling often hours before they would have with a transport.
Two officers were also trained in radar enforcement this year at a training held at the Warren
County Sheriff’s Department. All officers are now certified in speed radar enforcement.
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Patrol Operations
The Patrol season began
on April 27th and ran
through October 31st.
Beginning on June 29th
the Marine Patrol
operated at full strength,
seven days a week until
Labor Day. During the
summer season six to
seven patrol vessels were
on duty Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays.
Pictured is the 2019 21’ Key West purchased by the Commission

A total of 6140 hrs. were
logged by officers in 2019.

Equipment Upgrades
In 2019, the Lake George Park Commission purchased a new 21’ Key West 219FS to be used as a
patrol boat. The Commission was able to use a low hours Yamaha motor it already owned on
this new boat to help keep the cost down. The Patrol received a 2017 24’ twin engine Boston
Whaler Impact boat from NYS Parks. This vessel was exchanged for a 2018 Boston Whaler
received last year. This vessel is used for daily patrol through the preseason, regular season and
post season as well as training for NYS Parks on Lake George and around the state. With the
inflatable sides, this vessel is ideal for training and patrol. This vessel came fully equipped with a
police package including radar for nighttime operations. The Patrol would like to thank NYS
Parks for their continued support of the LGPC Marine Patrol.
The Patrol also obtained a Data Master Instrument as a loaner from NYS DCJS. This unit is
needed to process BWI arrests in-house rather than transporting all arrests to the Warren
County Sheriff’s Department.

II. Law Enforcement and Public Safety
The Lake George Park Commission continued to work on public safety this year. The Patrol
again partnered with the local marinas to improve boater safety. The marinas continue to show
the rental boat safety video to all customers who rent boats. Officers also visited several
marinas to speak to the dock hands about the importance of their job. Officers talked about the
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importance of completing safety checklists prior to rental boats leaving the dock and how the
education they provide to their customers may be the only vessel training the operator
receives.

Log Bay Day
Log Bay Day is a thing of the past on Lake George. Log Bay and Shelving Rock Bay were open
this year on the last Monday of July. The bays were closely monitored by the Patrol on the
water and Washington County Sheriff’s Department and Forest Rangers on land.
The bays had normal weekday traffic with families and friends enjoying a calm problem free
day.

Log Bay Day 2019- Normal weekday traffic with no problems

Vessel Sanitary Inspections
The Commission’s regulations prohibit the launching and operating of any vessel on Lake
George which is not permanently sealed to prevent the discharge of wastewater into the lake.
This regulation is unique to Lake George and many boaters that come here for the first time are
unaware of this requirement. The Marine Patrol makes every effort to educate the public
about this important regulation. Every year the Marine Patrol with the assistance of the Vessel
Inspection Technicians at the launches perform voluntary sanitary inspections and inform
boaters on how best to comply with this regulation. Vessels in compliance with the law are
given a complimentary decal to display on their vessel. In 2019, 194 sanitary inspections were
completed.
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2019 Marine Patrol Officer Activity Statistics
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Courtesy Gas
Vessel Tows
EMS/First Aid/Rescue Calls
Searches
Fires
Reported Drowning
All Other Boater Assists
Assists to Other Agencies

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Arrests/Citations-Navigation
Law
Arrests/Citations-All Other
Vessel Speed Citations (includes
“No Wake” zones)

8
36
28
14
1
0
125
75

79
45
11

PWC Citations
BWI Arrests (includes TOTs)
Vessel Noise Citations
Total Arrests/Citations
Complaints Addressed
Accidents Investigated
Unusual Incident Reports
Regattas Patrolled
Warnings Issued
Vessel Noise Tests

51
7
2
124
336
22
21
9
852
2

SANITARY INSPECTIONS

Total Sanitary Inspections

194

RECOVERED PROPERTY

Total Property Value

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

AIS Enforcement Hours
AIS Support Hours

480
48

PATROL HOURS

Total Patrol Hours

6140

5

$21,150

Marine Patrol Appearance Ticket Breakdown – 4 Year Trend
VIOLATIONS
2019

2018

2017

2016

Total

Vessel

PWC

Total

Vessel

PWC

Total

Vessel

PWC

Total

Vessel

PWC

No Lake User Fee- LGPC Sticker

8

5

3

14

8

6

14

12

2

18

17

1

Unregistered Vessel- NYS Reg.

15

10

5

8

7

1

13

13

0

11

11

0

Lifejacket Violation

19

15

4

18

17

1

16

15

1

23

22

1

Other Equipment Violations

6

6

0

6

6

0

8

8

0

6

6

0

Vessel Noise Violations

2

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

3

3

0

Speed - Restricted Limit

9

4

5

22

10

12

16

11

5

18

5

13

Exceed Speed Limit

2

1

1

4

4

0

6

3

3

4

1

3

Boating While Intoxicated

7

6

1

7

7

0

13

13

0

2

2

0

Reckless/Unsafe Operation

3

1

2

3

3

0

7

5

2

3

3

0

Skiing/Towing Violations

7

6

1

15

13

2

7

4

3

16

14

2

No Boater Safety Certificate

31

3

28

18

0

18

31

3

28

18

0

18

PWC After Hours

1

0

1

1

0

1

3

0

3

4

0

4

7

7

0

14

13

1

3

3

0

EQUIPMENT

OPERATION

Other Operation Violations
OTHER
Water Quality, Littering, etc

2

2

0

3

3

0

3

2

0

5

4

0

Fishing, State Lands, etc

7

3

0

11

10

0

12

8

0

11

5

0

Underage Alcohol

1

1

0

0

0

0

17

8

0

4

4

0

Disorderly Conduct, Assault, etc

0

0

0

3

0

0

2

0

0

1

1

0

All Others

4

3

0

1

1

0

7

7

0

8

8

0

TOTALS

124

68

51

141

96

41

189

125

48

158

109

42

6

7

Civil Enforcement Program

The Commission’s
improved oversight of
permits as they are
issued and compliance
checks when projects
are completed helps
prevent long term
violations. In 2019
there have been 88
new enforcement
cases.

Invasive Species

The Marine Patrol is actively engaged in the education of the boating public and enforcement
of existing invasive species regulations. The marine patrol assisted at inspection stations as well
as patrolling the unattended launches around the lake. The patrol’s goal was to help educate
the public about the inspection program as well as ensure that all vessels were properly
inspected prior to launching into the waters of Lake George.
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III. Education
New York State Safe Boating Course Instruction
In 2019 the Marine Patrol taught classes at the Great Upstate Boat Show, The Lake George
Association, the Bolton Firehouse and Adirondack Camp. A total of 55 students successfully
completed the class. The Commission has 6 officers who are certified NYS Safe Boating
Instructors. The Commission will be scheduling more classes each year as the new regulations
below take effect.

Sgt. Ross
teaches
boater’s
education
class to
Campers from
Adirondack
Camp in
Putnam.

Brianna’s Law: New York State has passed a new law which will require everyone who
operates a boat to have a safety certificate by January 1, 2025. This law is being
phased in as follows:
If you were born on or after:

You will need a boaters safety certificate
when operating a motorized vessel during:
2020
2022
2023
2024

January 1, 1993
January 1, 1988
January 1, 1983
January 1 1978

All operators of motorized vessels, regardless of age, will need a
boating safety certificate by January 1, 2025
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Recovered Property
The Marine Patrol recovered lost and or stolen property valued at more than $21,150 during
the 2019 season. Every year an assortment of missing vessels, canoes, and PWCs are routinely
located by the patrol. In addition, a wide variety of smaller items such as knee boards, water
skis, lifejackets, and tubes are recovered by the patrol. Any lake user who loses an item on or
around the lake should check with the Patrol to see if the item has been found or turned in. At
the end of each season, all recovered property is turned over to the Warren County Sheriff’s
Department.

IV. Boat Count

Year

Inboard/
Outboard

Outboard

Sailboats

Rowboats/Canoes
Paddleboats

PWC

Airplanes

Total

2019

5437

1843

655

5550

741

2

14228

2017

4648

1671

696

5088

660

1

12651

2015

4529

1606

630

3196

523

0

10484

2013

4717

1517

618

3110

502

2

10466

2011

4880

1464

777

2788

497

2

10398

2010

4991

1394

751

2791

542

2

10471

2009

5149

1147

722

2751

444

1

10214

V. Real Stories from the Marine Patrol
Unusual Incidents, Accidents and Rescues
Parasail Down: On June 15th at 12:35p.m., a brother and sister were enjoying a parasail ride
when wind gusts began to toss them around in the sky. The operator of the parasail boat was
able to bring the two passengers down into the water safely. However, after they were in the
water, the male had problems staying above the water. His sister began screaming for help. The
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first mate from the parasail boat jumped into the water to try to assist. He was unable to reach
the victim so the captain of the boat also jumped in the water. 911 was called and fire, EMS,
police and the Marine Patrol were dispatched to the area. Prior to Patrol’s arrival, a private
boat arrived and assisted in getting the male into his boat along with the captain of the parasail
boat. The captain of the parasail boat and a passenger of the private boat, who was a nurse,
began CPR. CPR was administered to the victim while he was transported to a waiting EMS crew
at shore. Upon arrival at the scene, MPO Mitchell ensured that all subjects were out of the
water and transported the victim’s parents from the parasail boat to shore to be with their son.
The victim was transported to Glens Falls Hospital where he was admitted in critical condition.
Thanks to the efforts of all involved, his condition greatly improved over the next few days
when he was walking and talking.
The Patrol and Commission worked together with the Warren County Sheriff’s Department and
NYS Parks and Recreation to investigate the accident. As a result of the investigation, the
Commission will work with local parasail operators on additional safety measures to try to
avoid incidents like this in the future.
Boy Scouts in the Water: On Sunday July 7th at about 11:45a.m., a call on marine channel 16
came in stating there were numerous people in the water north of Crown Island. The NYS Police
boat patrol was in Sawmill Bay at the time so they immediately proceeded to the area. Upon
arrival, they immediately called for more patrols to assist. MPOs VanAnden, Kneeshaw and
Rogan arrived at the scene shortly thereafter and found 9 kayaks with 7 adults and 11 children
involved. Patrol boats from the Commission and State Police assisted in getting everyone into
the Patrol boats and safely to shore.

This boat’s
operator did
not pay
attention to
the danger
buoys and
ended up on
the rocks in
the Narrows.

Boat versus Kayak: Also on July 7th in nearly the same area as where the boy scouts’ kayaks
overturned, a boat collided with a kayak at 6:15p.m. At that time, a pontoon boat traveling
south near Sawmill Bay did not see a kayak heading north until the last minute. The pontoon
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boat operator tried to avoid a collision but struck the back of the kayak ejecting two occupants
from the kayak. MPO Webster responded to the scene and found that there were no injuries to
those ejected from the kayak or anyone from the boat. There was also no damage to either
vessel. It is very important to always maintain a proper lookout when underway to avoid
accidents like this.

The owner of this
new boat was still
learning how to
operate a boat
when he got
nervous trying to
dock it and
accelerated instead
of putting it into
neutral.

Boat versus Canoe: On Monday July 8th there was another incident where a motor boat
collided with a row boat. This time it was a boat versus a canoe. At 7:25 p.m., MPO Webster,
MPO Knoop and Lt. Johns responded to Huletts Landing for a report of a boat versus a canoe
with multiple people in the water. Upon arrival, officers found that a female was pulling her
daughter up on a water ski with the bow up and into the sun when she saw a canoe directly in
front of her. She turned the boat so hard, her 13yo son was thrown from the motorboat. Even
with her efforts, she still sideswiped the canoe throwing the two passengers into the water. The
two passengers from the canoe suffered minor injuries and were transported to Glens Falls
Hospital for treatment. The operator’s 13yo son suffered an injury to his wrist and was treated
at the scene. He was to follow up later with a doctor’s visit.
Report of a Stolen PWC: On Wednesday July 10th at 10:00a.m., Sgt. Ross took a report of a
missing personal watercraft. Sgt. Ross checked the area and checked all the launches to make
sure the PWC was not removed from the lake. He was also able to check a nearby camera on a
boathouse which did not capture anyone taking the craft. It seems that the PWC was not
securely tied to the dock and floated away on a windy evening. It was eventually found along
the shore on Long Island. The PWC was returned to the owner.
Possible Overdose: On Saturday July 13th at 8:15 p.m., Patrol heard Warren County dispatch a
patrol car and EMS to a marina in Silver Bay for a possible overdose in the parking lot. EMS was
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told to stage in the area until police arrived and secured the scene. The closest car able to
respond was coming from the south end of Lake George Village. Often with an overdose, time is
critical to get medical help to the scene. MPOs Sutphen, Webster, Andersen and Lt. Johns
responded to the scene from the Bolton area and were able to make sure the scene was secure
to allow EMS to proceed. Hague EMS responded and checked out the victim who was passed
out at the time of the call. He was later turned over to a sober friend of his.
Overturned Kayak: The patrol responds to many calls concerning overturned kayaks and
canoes. People often have a very hard time getting back into an overturned paddlecraft after it
becomes swamped with water. On Sunday July 28th at 12:10 p.m., Sgt. Ross got one of these
calls. He was dispatched by the Warren County Sheriff’s Department to the area near the
Sagamore Hotel for 2 people and 2 dogs in the water from an overturned kayak. Sgt. Ross was
able to get the two individuals, two dogs and the kayak in his boat and return them safely to
shore. With the number of people overturning in paddlecraft, it is very important to not only
have a PFD, but to wear it. Please note: PFDs and whistles are required on all canoes, kayaks,
stand up paddleboards and row boats.
Inexperienced Operator/ Hit and Run: Also on July 28th, Officer Kneeshaw was dispatched to
the Hague Boat Launch for an accident where one boat ran into a parked boat while attempting
to turn around. Only minor damage was done and was able to be wiped away. The operator of
the boat was a 15yo who had just received his boater’s safety certificate. He had the family
boat out by himself now that he was able to do so. During Officer Kneeshaw’s investigation he
noticed the boat had an expired registration. He sent the young man home and told him not to
operate the boat again until properly registered.
The next day, Sgt. Ross was called to the Hague Boat Launch for a reported hit and run boat
accident. Sgt. Ross was told that the boat that hit the parked boat that day was the same
person who did it the previous day. Again, there was only a small mark on the parked boat that
washed away with water. Sgt. Ross proceeded to the address on the boat registration and
spoke to the young man’s parents about the two instances and the need for someone to take
him out and show him how to operate a
boat. He also issued a ticket to the boats
registered owner for not having it registered.
From Left to
Right: Sgt.
Paccione, Lt.
Johns, MPO
Mazzacano and
MPO Webster
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Man Overboard: On Tuesday August 6th MPO Kneeshaw responded to Hague for a call of a near
drowning. At about 4:15 p.m., a man out sailing fell out of the sailboat without a PFD. The
sailboat was drifting faster than the man could swim. He swam until exhaustion then began to
go under. Thankfully, a man and woman on shore were alert enough to see what was
happening and were able to reach him in time. They pulled him onboard their boat and towed
the sailboat to shore in Hague. After a short rest, the victim was still not feeling well and EMS
was called to transport him to the hospital in Ticonderoga to be checked out.
Wooden Boat Hits Submerged Object: On Thursday August 8th at 5:45 p.m., a report of a boat
taking on water was received by MPO Kneeshaw. Upon arrival he found a 22’ wooden boat
made in 1900 sinking. MPO Kneeshaw took the operator of that vessel onto his boat to keep
her safe until a marina could tow the sinking vessel to shore. When the vessel was removed
from the water, it was found that the boat hit hard driving the prop shaft towards the stern of
the boat.

Sgt. Ross patrols the north end of the lake in Ticonderoga
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Serious Personal Injury Accident between a Boat and a Kayak: On Friday August 9th at about
4:00 p.m. Sgt. Paccione received a call from DEC Ranger Kathleen Lujbli of an accident with
injuries involving a boat and a kayak north of Crown Island. Lujbli, a trained medical
professional as well, was able to get the female to her boat and talk to the male who was
coherent. He indicated he thought he had a broken leg. He was currently able to hang on to his
kayak and had a PFD on so Lujbli elected to wait for Sgt. Paccione, who was coming from
Sawmill Bay, to arrive at the scene to assist in taking him out of the water. Upon arrival Sgt.
Paccione and Ranger Lujbli were able to remove the 82yo male from the water into the
Commission Patrol Boat. Lujbli was able to tend to the victim who had gaping wound to his
thigh and probable open femur fracture as well as wounds to his hands and other leg as Sgt.
Paccione quickly got them to shore and a waiting ambulance. Lujbli was able to control heavy
bleeding on the way in to shore. MPO Officers Webster, Sutphen, Mitchell and the NYS Police
Marine Patrol assisted at the scene and investigation by taking statements from witnesses and
towing in involved boats. The operator of the boat that hit the kayak was ticketed for reckless
operation.
If not for the quick actions of Ranger Lujbli and Sgt. Paccione, this tragic accident could have
been a lot worse.

Always maintain a proper lookout or you could become high and dry!

Late Night EMS Assist: On Saturday August 10th at about 11:00 p.m., the Patrol was called to
check Agnes Island for an elderly woman with back and hip pain and assess whether EMS
needed to respond to the scene. Lt. Johns and MPO Sutphen responded from the Bolton area
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and spoke to the 91yo female and her family. It seems that the woman and her husband have
been taking the family camping on Agnes Island every year for over 50 years. The 91yo female
was in the tent with a possible dislocated hip. She was in severe pain. Officers call Warren
County Dispatch and asked them to send the Hague fireboat with EMS to the scene with a
backboard to transport the woman to the hospital. Patrol stayed on scene and assisted EMS
transport the woman from the tent to the fireboat. Patrol also transported a member of the
family to a local marina where the family car was so the family could get to the hospital.
Upon checking with the family the next day, Patrol found that the woman did have a dislocated
hip. The hospital was able to reset it and she was being released that day. The family elected to
bring her home instead of back to the island however.
Man Overboard: On August 24th MPO Mitchell was called at 1:05 p.m. for a report of a man
from a parasail boat in the water. The man was pulled from the water prior to Officer Mitchell’s
arrival. Officer Mitchell was notified of this but was still requested to respond to the parasail
company for investigation. Upon arrival Officer Mitchell found that the man that was in the
water asked the operator of the parasail boat if anyone ever jumped off the boat when it was in
operation. The captain stated that no one ever had. At that point the man jumped overboard.
The captain immediately threw a life ring to the man in the water and began to pull the
individuals on the sail out of the sky so she could return to help the person in the water. In the
meantime a second parasail boat arrived and pulled him out of the water.
The man stated he had to urinate and could not hold it any longer. MPO Mitchell arrested him
for reckless endangerment. This act not only put him in danger but also those that were up on
the sail as the captain of the parasail boat had to try to get them down in a hurry before the
man that jumped out of the boat drowned.
Sun Glare Strikes Again: On August 30th at about 4:30 p.m., a 2018 28’ Regal was operating
southbound just east of Diamond Island. The operator stated that he did not see the danger
buoys due to the sun’s glare on the water. The vessel struck the rocks and caused significant
damage. The estimate to repair the vessel came in at over $50,000. MPO Webster and Sgt.
Paccione responded to the scene to make sure everyone was alright and assist in getting the
passengers off the vessel.
Man Hit by Boat: On Sunday September 22nd at 2:35 p.m., MPO Kneeshaw responded to a
report of man being hit by a motorboat. Upon arrival MPO Kneeshaw found that the victim
rented the boat from a marina. He decided to go for a swim and the wind pushed the boat
away from him. He swam as far as he could before nearly drowning. He yelled to his wife on the
boat to help by driving the boat to pick him up. His wife was not experienced in operating a
boat and hit her husband while trying to help him. Luckily, he was not seriously hurt. He was
turned over to Bolton EMS and transported to Glens Falls Hospital.
16

Other Accidents Investigated by the Patrol
Date

Time

Location

Officer

Injury

Description

5/21/19 12:27pm
5/25/19 2:30pm

Hague
Hague

Sgt. Ross
Sgt. Ross

No
No

7/3/19

Hague

Sgt. Ross

Yes

7/19/19 11:10am

Pilot Knob

Yes

7/21/19

5:51pm

7/29/19

9:17pm
9:30am

Sgt.
Paccione
Sgt. Ross

No

7/31/19

Sawmill
Bay
Diamond
Is.
Tea Island

MPO
Mitchell
Sgt. Ross

8/8/19

9:00pm

8/9/19

7:35pm

8/11/19

1:30pm

Mooring ball broke, vessel went aground
Attempting to dock boat, power applied and
boat went up onto dock. Boat able to be
backed off dock.
Water-skier injured leg while being pulled up
on ski
Water-skier fell striking her head on ski causing
a laceration.
Vessel was docking when it struck a docked
vessel
Operator unfamiliar with the lake did not see
danger spars and hit rocks
Operator of vessel did not see a large wake.
Vessel hit the wake causing him to lose balance
and injure his back and the passenger to strike
his head
Vessel heading south did not see danger buoys.
Vessel struck rocks and was hung up
Vessel headed north to Mother Bunch Islands
for camping went aground in “the fields”. Boat
towed to Commission Pt. and rental company
called to tow it back. Occupants and gear
transported to island by Patrol
PWC ran into port side of boat

8/12/19

6:17pm

2:58pm

8/15/19 11:45am

No

Yes

Diamond
Island
Narrows

MPO
Webster
MPO
Andersen

No

Diamond
Point
Sawmill
Bay

MPO
VanAnden
Sgt. Ross

No

MPO
Kneeshaw
MPO
Kneeshaw

8/15/19

2:45pm

South
Basin
Bolton

8/30/19

2:30pm

LG Village

No

Yes

Yes
Yes

Vessel 1 departing dock accelerated forward
quickly striking vessel 2. Passenger in vessel 2
evaluated by EMS
Passenger transferring from one vessel to
another fell and broke her leg
15yo m stepping from the dock into a boat
struck his head on the canopy causing a
laceration. Felt lightheaded after. EMS transfer
to hospital
While attempting to dock, vessel 1 hit vessel 2

MPO
No
Webster
8/30/19 3:10pm
Narrows
MPO
No
Vessel heading south ran aground on Ranger
Sutphen
Shoal
The Marine Patrol is the first to arrive at most accidents and emergencies on the lake. The Commission
officers not only have to investigate the accidents but also assist in stabilizing injured individuals until
EMS arrives.

Based on the incidents where boats have hit paddlecraft this year, all canoes and
kayaks rented from marinas on Lake George will be required to have flags on them
starting in 2020.
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Boating While Intoxicated
In 2019, the patrol continued to focus on removing intoxicated operators from the lake. This
section will give a brief description of the 8 BWI arrests on Lake George in 2019.
Saturday August 3rd Pilot Knob: On Saturday August 3rd, a call was received from one of the
tour boats on the lake about PWCs operating recklessly in the area of Pilot Knob. The PWCs
were operating very close to the tour boat and jumping its wake. Officers from the
Commission’s Marine Patrol along with the NYS Police Marine Patrol started that way to
intercept the PWCs. The NYS Police Marine Patrol was first on the scene and stopped the PWCs
in question. Trooper Fregoe found that the operator of one of the PWCs appeared to be
intoxicated. After the subject failed field sobriety tests administered by Trooper Fregoe he was
arrested for BWI and transported to Green Island for Processing. His blood alcohol content was
found to be 0.16%.
Also on Saturday August 3rd in Dunhams Bay: At about 9:05 p.m. MPOs Sutphen and Webster
were patrolling in Dunhams Bay when they noticed a vessel operating without a stern light. The
vessel was stopped and while interviewing the operator, officers determined that he had been
drinking. After conducting field sobriety tests, the operator was arrested and transported to
Green Island for processing. His BAC Level was 0.07%. He was arrested for BWAI and released
to a sober third party.
August 17th in Silver Bay: At about 9:09 p.m. Lt. Johns and MPO Andersen were patrolling in the
area of Silver Bay when they noticed a vessel approaching them with its docking lights on. The
officers stopped the vessel and upon questioning the operator, he seemed confused as to
which way he was headed. Officers noticed slurred speech and glassy eyes as well as the smell
of an alcoholic beverage. After conducting field sobriety tests, the operator of that vessel was
found to be intoxicated. He was transported to Green Island for processing where it was found
he had a 0.10% BAC level. He was arrested for BWI and released to a sober third party.
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Always
keep an eye
out, you
never know
what is
floating out
there!

Saturday August 24th off Long Island: On Saturday August 24th at around 9:45 p.m. MPOs
Sutphen and Andersen stopped a pontoon boat for operating with its docking lights on. Upon
interviewing the operator, it was found he had been drinking. After failing field sobriety tests,
he was arrested and transported to Green Island for processing. His BAC level was 0.10%. He
was charged with BWI.
Busy Labor Day Weekend
Friday August 30th in Lake George Village: On Friday August 30th, Sgt. Paccione got a call of a
possible intoxicated operator of a vessel with children onboard in the Village. At 7:50 p.m. Sgt.
Paccione stopped the vessel and noticed the operator had been drinking by his red glossy eyes
and the strong smell of an alcoholic beverage. The operator failed several field sobriety tests
and was placed under arrest. He was transported to Green Island for Processing where he was
found to have a BAC level of 0.08%. He was ticketed for BWI and released to a sober third party.
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The Patrol
was asked
by the NYS
Forest
Rangers to
keep the
area south
of
Shelving
Rock Bay
clear so a
state
helicopter
could pick
up water
to dump
on a forest
fire.

Saturday August 31st in Shelving Rock Bay: On Saturday August 31st at about 6:35 p.m., Lt.
Johns and MPO Andersen stopped three PWCs for operating too fast, too close to shore in the
bay. While the two operators Lt. Johns interviewed had not been drinking, the operator MPO
Andersen was interviewing smelled of an alcoholic beverage. Field sobriety tests were
conducted on the operator and he was transported to Green Island for processing. There he
was arrested for Boating While Ability Impaired after it was found he had a BAC level of 0.06%.
Saturday August 31st in Bolton Bay: While on patrol in Bolton Bay at around 9:00 p.m. MPOs
Webster and Sutphen observed a vessel operating without navigation lights but with docking
lights. The Officers stopped the vessel and while talking to the operator they noticed the smell
of alcohol on his breath. MPO Webster conducted field sobriety tests on the operator which he
failed. He was subsequently arrested for Boating While Intoxicated after it was found he had a
BAC level of 0.12%. He was processed at Green Island and transported to his residence.
Saturday August 31st near Montcalm Point: After processing their first BWI of the night and
while MPOs Webster and Sutphen were processing their BWI, Lt. Johns and MPO Andersen
went back out on Patrol. At about 9:35 p.m., the officers spotted a vessel operating without
navigation lights. Officers noticed immediately that the operator had been drinking. Field
sobriety tests were conducted and the operator was placed under arrest and transported to
Green Island for processing where it was found he had a BAC level of 0.10%. He was arrested
for BWI and released to a sober third party.
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The Patrol
often assists at
regattas
around the
lake. This
picture is from
the triathlon in
Ticonderoga in
mid-July

With 8 BWIs on Lake George this year, Law Enforcement kept the message out there that
operating under the influence of alcohol and drugs is dangerous and will not be tolerated.

A beautiful Fall day on Lake George

These are just a few of the stories from the patrol during the 2019 season. Due to the ever
changing conditions and job responsibilities, the patrol members must be prepared for whatever
comes their way.
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VI. Acknowledgements
The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has always provided the Marine
Patrol with valuable training opportunities in addition to equipment and cost reimbursement
through federal boater safety programs.
The Town of Lake George donated a dock for Patrol use during the 2019 season.
The Warren County Sheriff Deputies works closely with the patrol throughout the summer.
They also provide multiple training opportunities for the patrol.
New York State Troopers work closely with the Marine Patrol all summer and provide critical
support.
The Department of Environmental Conservation’s Division of Law Enforcement assists in
providing support for special details and larger events such as Log Bay Day.
The Department of Environmental Conservation's staff at the Green Island Maintenance Facility
does an excellent job servicing and maintaining all the Marine Patrol vessels every year.
Enough can’t be said about the professionalism and dedication of Lake George Park
Commission’s Marine Patrol Officers. The Marine Patrol has been charged with a great
responsibility. They provide assistance, education and quality enforcement to all of the lake’s
visitors. This is a responsibility that these exceptional men take very seriously, and it shows.
Year after year, positive comments regarding the Marine Patrol are both common and well
deserved. They are the most visible ambassadors of the Lake George Park Commission and are
directly responsible for the continued success of the Marine Patrol program.

The 2017
Impact
Boat on
loan
from NYS
Parks
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2019 Patrol Roster
Returning this year were:
Lieutenant Joe Johns (19th year)
Sergeant Angelo Paccione (12th year)
Sergeant Shane Ross (8th year)
MPO Scott Andersen (27th year)
MPO Bob Sutphen (16th year)
MPO Ray VanAnden (14th year)
MPO Glen Mitchell (12th year)
MPO Gregg Dunn (12th year)
MPO Skip Kneeshaw (8th Year)
MPO Bill St. John (4th Year)
MPO Keith Knoop (3rd Year)
MPO Gary Mazzacano (2nd)

In 2019 we welcomed two new members to the patrol:
MPO Mike Rogan
MPO Jeff Webster
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Lake George Park Commission
75 Fort George Road, PO Box 749
Lake George, New York 12845
Phone: 518-668-9347
Fax: 518-668-5001
www.lgpc.state.ny.us
TO CONTACT THE MARINE PATROL
EMERGENCIES
MARINE RADIO CHANNEL 16

Request “Marine Patrol”

LG MARINE PATROL DISPATCH
(Warren County Sheriff’s Department)

518-743-2500
or 911

NON EMERGENCIES
LG MARINE PATROL HEADQUARTERS
(Monday – Friday, 8:30am - 4:30pm)

518-668-9347

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
TO REPORT ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES

800-TIPP DEC

LAKE GEORGE CAMPGROUND INFORMATION

800-456-CAMP

NYSDEC – Warrensburg Office

518-623-1200

Marine Patrol statistics have been accumulated and categorized to provide a snapshot of the activities
going on around Lake George. They provide crucial data on areas of special concern and help determine
future patrol needs.
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